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REMARKS 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 Lf. S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yoshida (U. S. Patent No. 5,584,401). 

Both claim 1 and claim 5 define a stopper rod comprising a metal rod 
and a resin layer, wherein the resin layer coats the metal rod, forming a 
unit of the metal rod and resin layer. That means the metal rod and 
resin layer are formed into a unitary piece without any gap therebetween so 
as to prevent from being invaded by water or the like. 

However, the stopper member disclosed in Yoshida is provided by 
two separated members, an extruded polytetrafluoroethyiene member with 
an axial bore, and a SUS304 metal rod, wherein the SUS304 metal rod is 
inserted into said axial bore (see column 5, lines 21-24 of Yoshida). It is 
inevitably that there is a space between an interior surface of said axial bore 
of the polytetrafluoroethyiene member and an exterior surface of said 
SUS304 metal rod so that chemical solution could enter the space during 
cleaning process of the stopper member and then remain therein. That is 
just the problem that the instant application manages to solve. Thus the 
stopper rod defined in claim 1 or claim 5 is materially different from and 
better than the stopper member disclosed in Yoshida. 

Therefore claim 1 and claim 5 are believed to be in a condition for 
allowance. Claims 2-4 and claims 6-8 are also allowable by reason of 
their dependencies respectively upon claim 1 and claim 5. 

Alike, claim 9 defines a stopper rod comprising a metal rod and a 
resin layer, and the resin layer coaxially enclosing the metal rod, 
forming a unitary piece of the metal rod and resin layer without any 
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gap therebetween so that water can not axialhy invade an interior of 
said resin layer and exterior of the metal rod. Therefore the stopper 
rod defined in claim 9 is also materially different from the stopper member 
disclosed in Yoshida and claim 9 is believed to be in a condition for 
allowance. 

In view of the above remarks, the subject application is believed to be 
in a condition for allowance and an action to such effect is earnestly 
solicited- 



Respectfully submitted, 
Huang. 
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